SYLLABUS AND CLASS PROCEDURES
World History: Fall semester 2010
Mr. Allen, Room 210
r.allen@pucschools.org
Welcome to the new semester!  My name is Mr. Allen and I will be teaching World History.  This course will include quizzes, tests, essays, projects and will be based on a standards based grading system.  The details of which will be outlined below.  Parents please read this syllabus and sign the back page.  Students please sign and keep this for reference throughout the course. I look forward to the rest of the semester.
Mr. Allen

STUDENT INVOLVEMENT
Students will be able to work collaboratively in groups, pairs, and sometimes with the whole class.  I believe that student interaction and discussion helps the learning process.  Students that ask questions and get involved in class discussion can expect respect from the class and positive feedback from the teacher.  Creativity is highly encouraged!  Students that work hard, do well, or show improvement can expect recognition.  

GRADING
The ultimate goal of this class is for students to master the content, therefore my student’s grades will entirely reflect this.  
4 Indicates Advanced – Student demonstrates mastery of the standard and can analyze or evaluate the content
3 Indicates Proficient – Student demonstrates factual and conceptual knowledge of the standard and its place within the context of the course
2 Indicates Basic – Demonstrates factual knowledge without mastery of the concept.  Partial understanding of the standard is evident
1 Indicates Below Basic – Study does not demonstrate any factual or conceptual understanding of the standard.
Your letter grade are assigned as follows

A 100-85%

B 84-67%

C 66-50%

F 49% or less 

CONTENT BASED GRADING
Grading in this class will be based on student’s knowledge of the course contents.  The idea behind this system is that my students are the ones in charge of their education, not the teacher.  Only by taking ownership of their own learning will students succeed, and I expect every one of my students will do this.  Work done at home will still be a part of the grade, but only so far as to demonstrate that students have mastery over the content.  The goal of this system is to focus students’ energies on the end result of learning the content; as opposed to doing busy work.  
Assignments and quizzes serve not only to practice for the standards but also to update your grades.  I may choose to collect a random assignment and use it.  ALL OF THE WORK YOU DO WILL POTENTIALLY COUNT TOWARDS YOUR GRADE.

IMPORTANT:  In a standards based system, students must complete the core requirements of the course.  This means that students will be required to complete the work assigned to them.  In particular, students must complete the following first semester requirements in order to pass the class, regardless of their scores on the exams.  The core assignments of the first semester are:

4 essays (2 persuasive, 2 informative)
3 projects (Skits, simulations, and projects)
1-2 Fishbowl discussions (Student led discussions to demonstrate mastery of the content)
The above assignments are required for the course and failure to complete them will result in the student failing the course.  
REQUIRED MATERIALS

Students will be required to purchase at least one composition notebook and one binder for the class.  Everyday, students should bring that notebook, additional sheets of lined paper, a pencil and pen.  
Composition notebook - 8 by 11 notebook with holes punched to go in the binder

Class binder - 2 inch thick 3 ring binder

COMPOSITION NOTEBOOKS

In your composition notebook you will be required to do most of our class work.  This includes warm ups, reflections, and other activities.
CLASS BINDER
In the class binder you will keep all of the readings and notes that we take.  Also selected tests, quizzes and assignments will be placed in the binder.  The primary purpose of the binder is to collect all the information of the course and to put it into one place.  There will be periodic checks of the binder, which will often be stored in the classroom.  Finally, your standards chart will be kept in the binder.  This important chart will allow you to keep track of your progress on the content standards.
TARDIES

Students will be expected to follow the school’s tardy rules and will be expected to be in their seats at the time to start class.  The maximum tardies for the class will be 3.  On the third tardy, the student will have to fill out a behavior reflection form and/or serve lunch or after school detention.
ELECTRONICS
There will be no use of any cell phones, pagers, iPods, or any other electronic devices in the classroom.  All students will turn their phones to silent mode.  In this class I will utilize a 1 warning system.  All students get one warning, and then I confiscate the item.  After the first confiscation I will return the item at the end of class.  The second confiscation will result in the item being given to an administrator or security personnel.
MISCELLANEOUS PROCEDURES
Food, gum, and magazines are not allowed  

Students are to stay in their seats unless otherwise instructed

Please do not block the isles, 

Please do not put your backpacks on your desk

BATHROOM PASSES

Given the amount of time between passing periods there should be no need to go to the bathroom during class.  I do understand that sometimes there will be emergencies, and that is why I give out 2 emergency bathroom passes per student, per semester.  Upon returning the last page of this syllabus signed students will receive their 2 passes.  
DISCIPLINE

Students that do not follow the classroom rules will usually receive a verbal warning, followed by a 1 on 1 talk with the teacher.  Further consequences will result in a BRF form being filled out and a possible meeting with administration.

CHEATING
Cheating will not be tolerated.  The first offense results in an immediate 0 on the assignment/test and a possible referral.  Any talking during a test will result in an immediate “F”.  Plagiarism is the same as cheating.  Students found cut and pasting from internet sites for their essays or papers will receive equal treatment as any other cheating.   
As this is a History class, we may watch short clips from some movies that are rated PG-13 and R.  Examples of movies that might be used in teaching the subject are Animal Farm, all Quiet on the western Front, and Saving Private Ryan
SEMESTER 1 – 17 WEEKS Until finals

UNIT 1 – The Birth of Democracy – 4 Weeks

UNIT 2 -  Revolutions and Enlightenment – 4 Weeks

UNIT 3 – Industrial Revolution – 2 Weeks

UNIT 4 – Imperialism - 3 Weeks

UNIT 5 – World War 1 and Results – 4 Weeks

SEMESTER 2 –13 WEEKS Unit CSTs

UNIT 6 – Rise of Totalitarian Rulers – 4 Weeks

UNIT 7 – Causes and consequences of WW2 – 5 Weeks

UNIT 8 – International developments in the post WW2 era – 4 Weeks

UNIT 9 – The Modern “War on Terrorism” (Post CST)

CONTACT INFO

Please feel free to email me at r.allen@pucschools.org at any time and I will get back to you as soon as possible.  The main office # is (818) – 485-0951.  
Parents and students: Please read the syllabus together and return THIS page only.  Keep the first page for your records.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

We have read and agree to the requirements and expectations of Mr. Allen’s classroom.

Date: ______________

Period: ___________

________________________________
    ________________________________

PRINT Student Name





Signature

________________________________
    ________________________________

   PRINT Parent/Guardian Name(s)

                

Signature

Contact Info:

Parent/Guardian Phone Number: (_____)__________________ 

Parent/Guardian Email Address (if any): ___________________________

Best time(s) of day to call: _______________
Latest time to call: _______________

Preferred method of communication: Phone or Email

Primary Language spoken by Parent/Guardian: _____________________________

